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FUNDAÇÃO BATALHA DE

Invest ing in  the recovery of  the 
landscape of the Battle of Aljubarrota, 
allows the investor to apply to the 
residence in Portugal, due to his 
contribution to the improvement of the 
Portuguese cultural heritage.

Right to reside in Portugal by investing in the 
cultural sector:

The national citizens of third countries can obtain 
the right to reside in Portugal by supporting the 
project “Recovery of the landscape of the 
battlefield of Aljubarrota, and the subsequent 
implementation of archeological works”, that was 
considered eligible by the Ministry of Culture, as is 
stated in the subparagraph vi) of article three of 
chapter I, of the Law n.º 23/2007, July 4th.  

250.000 euros

Procedures to follow to obtain the residence in 
Portugal:

After implementing a bank transfer to the account 
of the Battle of Aljubarrota Foundation, this 
Foundation will issue a Declaration confirming the 
transfer of the legally required capital. The 
investor will present this Declaration in the 
“Cabinet of Strategy, Planning and Cultural 
Evaluation” as referred in the subparagraphs a) 
and b) of n.º 8 of article 65° D, of the Regulatory 
Decree n.º 9/2018, September 11th. 

With these two Declarations, the investor can ask 
for the authorisation of “residence in Portugal”, to 
the SEF - Foreigners and Borders Service.  

Scene of the Portuguese army preparing obstacles in the 
battlefield, included the movie “The Royal Battle”.

Existing buildings in the central area of combat in the Battle of 
Aljubarrota, that will be demolished. 

Archeological excavations in the battlefield of Aljubarrota
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With the increase in education levels, there has 
been a growing interest in historical sites, 
namely in important battlefields. This is the 
case of Waterloo in Belgium, of Hastings in 
England, or Gettysburg in the USA. Every year 
these historical places receive more visitors, 
from different countries. This is also the case 
with the battlefield of Aljubarrota, in Portugal.  

After its foundation, in 1143, Portugal 
benefited from a strong economic and social 
development, namely as a result of the 
geographical expansion until the Algarve, in 
the south, the development of a political, 
administrative and judicial organisation of the 
Kingdom, and due to incentives to explore and 
cultivate the land. 

However, in 1383, with the death of King D. 
Fernando I, the Reign of Portugal entered a 
period of a deep political crisis. In effect, and 
according to the Treaty of Salvaterra de 
Magos, signed that year, Portugal face the risk 
of being governed from Castile, and lose its 
independence. 

To prevent this political evolution, D. João, 
Governor of Avis, began the defence of the 
Reign, that would, inevitably , generate 
important military confrontations between 
Portugal and Castile. 

This actually happened, and the decisive battle 
took place in Aljubarrota, on August 14th, 1385, 
after the King of Castile invaded Portugal with 
his army. 

The Portuguese army, commanded by Nuno 
Álvares Pereira, achieved a great victory in this 
Battle, which eventually enable Portugal to 
win the “War of Independence”, and also 
made possible the signature of the peace 
treaty, between the two kingdoms, in 1411. 

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT:

REASONS TO INVEST IN THE RECOVERY OF 

BATTLEFIELD OF ALJUBARROTA

Castilian cavalry attack at the Battle of Aljubarrota

The Battle of Aljubarrota

The Chapel of Saint George, built by Nuno Álvares Pereira’s instruction, 
in the middle of the battlefield. 
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On the diplomatic level, the Battle of Aljubarrota 
definitely paved the way for a great Alliance between 
Portugal and England, for political, military and 
commercial purposes. Therefore, on may 9th of 
1386, Portugal and England signed the Windsor 
Treaty, that enable on february of 1387, the marriage 
of the King of Portugal, D. João I with Philippa of 
Lancaster, granddaughter of Eduard III, King of 
England. England was then at war with France and 
Castile, during the One Hundred Years War (1337 to 
1453), so that the portuguese naval fleet could be 
very usefull, and provide a great support, in the south 
coast of England. This alliance was implemented in 
the following centuries, namely during the 
Napoleonic Wars, the First World War and in the 
Second World War. This political, military and 
commercial alliance, between Portugal and England, 
remains in force today. Detail of sketch of the Portuguese Armada of 1507.

IMPORTANCE AND MEANING OF 
THE BATTLE OF ALJUBARROTA:

On the political level, the Battle od Aljubarrota allowed Portugal to resolve the conflict it had with Castile for 
decades. The Portuguese destiny was then able to embrace other objectives, in the blue of the Atlantic and 
Indian oceans, that led to the Antilles Islands (1473 ?), to South Africa (1488), to Greenland (1492 ?), to Canada 
(1494 ?), to Brasil (1500), to India (1506), to Malacca (1509), to China (1513), to Indonesia (1515), to Australia 
(1522), and to Japan (1543). The Battle of Aljubarrota enable therefore the most brilliant era of the portugueses 
History, the Age of the Portuguese Discoveries, that otherwise simply would not have happened.  Aljubarrota 
gave therefore a new contour to the History of the World, allowing that in the following centuries the first 
"globalization", as well as transforming, forever, the economic and social relations between Europe, America 
and Asia.

We can therefore refer that the result of the Battle of Aljubarrota changed, forever, not only the the destiny of 
Portugal, but also offered the World a new era of cooperation and of greater approximation between the 
different peoples and world areas, mainly in commercial and social terms, that otherwise would only have 
happened centuries later.

 

Book of Lisuarte de Abreu.

Cantino planisphere with the portuguese Discoveries in 1502
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Due to the importance of this battle in the History 
and to the future of Portugal, the Ministry of 
Culture, under the proposal of the Portuguese 
Army, determined, in 2001, the classification of this 
battlefield as a “national monument”, which 
constitutes the highest category that the 
Portuguese State can assign to a property. This 
classification was concluded with the publication in 
September 12th, 2012, in the Second Series of the 
Official Paper, of the Interministerial Ordinance n.º 
426/2012. 

The administrative protection of Aljubarrota’s 
battlefield was possible, since it is one of the rare 
medieval battlefields whose location is known with 
precision. The famous “wolf caves”, which are 
holes in the ground that were excavated by the 
Portuguese before the Battle, that created 
important obstacles to the advance of the 
Castilians, or the Chapel of Saint George that was 
commissioned by Nuno Álvares Pereira, the 
commander  of  the  Portuguese  army ,  in 
thankfulness to the Holly Mary for the victory 
achieved, in the place were he stood at the begging 
of the Battle, are facts that certify the exact 
location of this historical event. 

FUNDAÇÃO BATALHA DE

VALORIZATION OF THE LOCATION AND MEMORY OF 

THE BATTLE OF ALJUBARROTA:

In the area of the crosbow men, landscape already recovered 
after demolitions and archaeological excavations

Archeology works in 2021

Record of archaeological findings (bones) in 2021
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The classification of this battlefield as an historical place, that began in 2001, has the purpose of preserving 
and restoring its landscape, as well as preventing that new constructions may destroy archeological 
remains, or withdraw dignity to the importance of this historical place. 

In this sense, the Battle of Aljubarrota Foundation has, since 2001, bought and demolished several houses 
and warehouses, located in this battlefield, with the aim of restoring the landscape that existed in 1385. As a 
way to show the work already done, we present the following photographs, of the area where the left side of 
the Portuguese army was located. These photographs were taken before, during and after the referred 
demolitions: 

FUNDAÇÃO BATALHA DE

Demolition works in 2019; Works of landscape restoration in 2020.

Existing houses in 2001  The same place in 2021, with only one house
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It will be essential to continue the archeological 
works, that began in 1958, which will allow a 
better knowledge of the historical facts that 
took place during this Battle, that proved to be 
decisive to the independence of Portugal. 

Based  on the experience in this battlefield, the 
Battle of Aljubarrota Foundation expects that 
the archeological excavations will be done in 
approximately 20% of the total area, in other 
words, in 44.600 m2. 

All this intervention area has a high archeological 
potential, since the excavations will occur only in 
the areas where the most important part of the 
Battle took place. There is, therefore, a great 
probability of finding important remains, such as 
weapons, bones, objects or further defence 
structures related to this historical event. 

You can be part of this History!

Battlefield of Aljubarrota, with the Chapel built by Nuno Álvares Pereira in the background, in the place where the vanguard of the 
Portuguese army was located.
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